[image: image1.png]INCLUDING YOU



[image: image2.png]Acting Together for One World in Peace



[image: image3.jpg]



 As 


Refugee crisis: 2016 update





SCHOOLS LEARNING RESOURCE





Assembly for 5 – 11 year olds (15 mins)





Theme: Refugee crisis – for use with the One World Week theme


��


Focus countries: Syria and European countries





Additional materials/preparation (optional):


Download the Refugee Crisis: 2016 Update presentation from �HYPERLINK "../../../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/COdell/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Content.Outlook/QHWVMIBV/christianaid.org.uk/learn"��christianaid.org.uk/learn� 








Show title slide from the presentation and ask pupils to think back to the summer holidays. Did they go away anywhere – either on days out, or on holiday? And if so, how did they get there? Ask pupils to stand up if they travelled by plane, by boat, by train, by bus, by car or on foot (walking). What did they think about these journeys? Ask pupils to sit down. 





Explain: Around the world, people are always on the move. Ask pupils to suggest reasons why they might make journeys. (Answers might include: to go on holiday, to visit people, to move house.) What might we call people taking these sorts of journeys? We might call them tourists, or holidaymakers, or visitors, or guests. Most of us will have taken some sort of long journey and we know what it can be like – a mixture of exciting, boring and tiring – and, usually, it’s a relief to get to where we’re going! 





Show slide 2. Recently, there have been lots of stories in the news about people moving for different reasons from the ones we’ve just mentioned. Ask pupils if they can think of any other reasons people might have to move from their home. The people we’re talking about today are going to other places because they are running away from conflict (often fighting) or other problems. Does anyone know what people who leave their countries to escape danger are called? The answer is ‘refugees’. 





Show slide 3. At the moment, there are lots of refugees, because there are lots of places in the world where there is conflict or fighting. Ask pupils to suggest what they think refugees might be like (be sensitive with this question, especially if there are refugee children in your school). The truth is that refugees are no different to the rest of us. They are ordinary people. But they are called ‘refugees’ because they have had to leave their countries and make very difficult journeys to escape fighting. Think back to the long journeys you have made and the mixture of excitement, boredom and relief you felt. That is just how many refugees feel. The only difference is that they might also feel very scared and sad, because the situations that they are running from are upsetting, and their futures feel uncertain. 





Now take a moment to think about how you feel when you’ve been away from home for a long time…perhaps without your family. Have you ever felt homesick? (If any children have, then ask them to describe what feeling homesick is like, or describe it yourself.) When we’re away from home for a long time, how do we feel? Often, we start to miss our friends and family. We start to think about our homes, our streets, our neighbours and our pets. We start to miss the things we know and love – sights, sounds, smells and foods, and the comfy feeling of our own cosy beds. But then we get to go back home and often, when we do, we appreciate our own special homes even more than we did before, and understand more about where we feel we belong in the world. 





Show slide 4. But refugees do not get to go back home yet. Many refugees do not know when – or even if – they will be able to go home at all. They might well be wondering if they still have a home to go back to. Their homes in the countries they’ve left might have been destroyed. Everything that once felt strong and stable may have been turned upside down. Homes may have been torn down by bombs. Schools closed by fighting. Streets where children used to play, and neighbours used to chat and birds used to sing may now be dangerous places where gunshots might be heard, or where people may hide, silent and scared. 





It’s hard to imagine that happening in our own homes and streets. You may not want to think about it, because it’s so difficult and upsetting to imagine. But most of us are lucky that we don’t really have to think about it, because we live in a stable country where things are usually peaceful and calm. Of course, arguments and fighting can take place on our streets and in our homes, but most people in Britain enjoy peaceful lives and homes that feel safe and secure. 





Show slide 5. This time last year, Christian Aid made an � HYPERLINK "http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/News/ournews/refugee-crisis-appeal.aspx" ��assembly about the refugee crisis� and the problems facing many refugees on their long, difficult journeys. We looked at the terrible stories of children who drowned when their boat sank as it was crossing the Mediterranean Sea. We thought what a difficult decision it must have been for parents and children to get in those boats, knowing that it was not safe to do so. We felt that they must have been desperate to go anyway, and they must have decided that it was the only choice they had because their home had become so dangerous.





In that assembly, we felt happy that politicians seemed to be starting to understand the terrible situation facing refugees, and that many countries in Europe (including Britain, where we live) had agreed to welcome more people. 





Show slide 6. Today, Christian Aid is sad to say that not much has changed for many refugees in the last year. Countries in Europe have, in fact, got more worried about taking people in and offering them a safe home and so many refugees have found themselves stuck in camps in countries such as Greece and France. 





Life in those camps is horrid. There’s not much to do, the camps are crowded, noisy, smelly and dirty, and people there feel like they are stuck, waiting, with no idea about what will happen to them next. Children in the camps usually do not go to school, and it is difficult to see a doctor when they get sick. �Some refugees who have been allowed to live in other countries have found that it’s hard to start again in a new home. Lots find it difficult to find jobs and start school, and, sadly, many of them have had people bully them and be mean to them because of where they come from.





Show slide 7. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could tell a different story? Wouldn’t it be great if we could proudly say that we had helped to welcome refugees in our country? That we understood that these are people who are far from home, who have been through horrible things, and that we should welcome them with love and kindness? 





There’s a verse in the Bible that tells us how Jesus might feel we should behave when people are in need:





For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was ill and you looked after me. (Matthew 25:35-36)





Show slide 8. Christian Aid is a charity that’s inspired by the teachings of Jesus to help others. The charity works with everyone, not just Christians. It’s inspired by what Jesus said about helping others, whoever they might be, whenever they need help most. Right now, Christian Aid is supporting people all over the world who are stuck in camps, providing the things they might need, such as food and medicine. It will also be asking the Government to make sure that more people are allowed to come to Britain, so that they can leave the camps and get on with their lives. And the charity is also asking people in Britain to ‘change the story’ we tell about refugees so that people are kinder and more welcoming to them.














































































































































































































Assembly presentation
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This material has been written for educational purposes. For wider distribution or commercial gain, permission must be sought from Christian Aid. Eng and Wales charity no. 1105851 Scot charity no. SC039150 Company no. 5171525 Christian Aid Ireland: NI charity no. NIC101631 Company no. NI059154 and ROI charity no. 20014162 Company no. 426928. The Christian Aid name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid. © Christian Aid September 2016. Christian Aid is a key member of Act Alliance. 














You might like to look at the way that different newspapers report stories about refugees, and reflect on where that reporting might be unkind or even racist. How would pupils rewrite those stories, from a refugee’s perspective?





In a refugee camp in Greece, £4 would pay for a food parcel and £40 would pay for three portable toilets. To donate to Christian Aid’s Refugee Crisis Appeal, go to: 


� HYPERLINK "https://donate.christianaid.org.uk/refugees" �https://donate.christianaid.org.uk/refugees�





Older pupils in church schools or RE classes might watch Christian Aid’s theological reflection on the refugee crisis, the short � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yr_E1LordZI" ��Love the Stranger film�. 














Dear God,


We pray that we can change the story told about refugees in our school and community. In school, we are blessed in being able to get along with each other and to stand up to bullying. Give us the strength to treat others with kindness, always and everywhere. 


Amen








Amen








Action





Prayer
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