One World Week (OWW) in Wales
One World Week is a UK development education charity.  It invites everyone in Wales and beyond to use a common annual theme as a focus for local activities around One World issues. Events are usually, but not necessarily, in OWW in October.  The OWW vision is: When we understand each other’s perspectives, our lives can be transformed and enriched. 
OWW provides support to individuals and groups through its website: resources to download; inspiration and fun ideas; guidelines for working across faiths; a calendar of local events.  Its current Ubuntu Project encourages more faith groups to become involved.
Event organisers incorporate aspects of Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship relevant to their situation.  Recent Welsh OWW events highlighted fair trade, human rights, climate change, debt, poverty reduction, global interdependence, roles individuals can play, intercultural and inter faith dialogue.
Many events take place unreported.  Some registered on the OWW website in 2009:

· ‘Hungry for One World’ Newport Inter Faith event - faith-based displays and talks on issues of global justice.

· ‘VSO Autumn Fair’, Abergavenny - stalls by Voluntary Service Overseas, local African development and fairtrade organisations.
· Llandaff City Church in Wales Primary School, Cardiff - children’s presentations, speaker, discussion on food justice: teachers/pupils/cathedral members’ joint enterprise.
· Morlan Centre, Aberystwyth – discussion evening with groups working in the local and global community to make a real difference and bring about change.
· ‘The UN: A Muslim Woman’s Perspective’ - a Cardiff United Nations Association talk.
· South Peoples’ Project Conference in Newport - exploring the relevance today of historical links between Wales and the Congo.
· Ecumenical Church Service in Porth, RCT – annual event exploring OWW resources.
· University of Wales, Newport – lectures, stalls and activities by staff and students on global justice issues and understanding Islam.

· ‘World Trade Fairs’ in Cardiff and Abergavenny - stalls selling fair trade goods, live entertainment, trade campaign stalls and children’s activities.  

· ‘One World, One Newport’ Vigil of Unity - Islamic, Christian and equalities groups joined in candle-lit opposition to plans for an Islamophobic rally in the city.

· ‘Fairtrade Awareness Festival’ in Cardiff - involving a group of Women Seeking Sanctuary, mainly from African countries, churches and a male voice choir.
Quotes by local organisers in Wales
OWW promotes issues of social justice in the UK and globally.  It opens doors to individual participation.  It encourages welcoming 'the strangers'.  
OWW is inspirational and provides ideas for ongoing work/events.  This event brought together 50 people interested in Interfaith whereas our meetings usually involve about 10.

Promotion of Fair Trade within the OWW context encourages understanding of the global impacts of 'small' actions. A high point of the event was: making commitments.
A good opportunity to work together as churches to devise worship focussing on the world rather than churchy or domestic themes.  The OWW powerpoint presentations juxtaposing Christian and Islamic scriptural texts with facts and pictures were fascinating and helpful.

For ideas on how your group might get involved, visit: www.oneworldweek.org.
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