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                              Sharing Destiny – Moving Towards One World                

                                             A OWW worship resource - by Helen Garton and Sally Whitehead–2012 
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Written for OWW by 
Helen Garton and Sally Whitehead (2012)
Notes for the service leader

Planning the service
This service involves us in beginning the journey of moving towards one world.  It is aimed at all ages.  In this form it is designed for Christian congregations, but it could easily be adapted, with the co-operation of members of various faiths, to offer an inclusive experience.

This outline can be developed and adapted to your own preferences and needs:  additional suggestions for appropriate hymns, prayers and alternative dramas are to be found on p 10 -11
For the journey

[Before the service you will need:

· Talk – for the journey – printed tickets for everyone, which says on one half ‘From’  and ‘World links’ with a space for people to write where they are from and what international links they may have and, on the other half, ‘Destination: One World’. These are to be given out to people as they arrive for the service, along with pens.

· Journeying onwards – In plenty of time before the service, ask two people to lead this (see notes below) and they will need to practice this beforehand.

· Prayers of Intercession – Images and music for the PowerPoint presentation]

ORDER OF SERVICE

Call to worship 
[Light three large candles at the start of worship at the front]

We have one God 

Without whom nothing exists

We have one hope

To which we were called

We have one faith

That the world might be as one

We are one body

Christ’s body here on earth

We are one family

The human family

Let us as one church

Sing God’s praises with 

one heart, 

one mind, 

one soul

For God’s sake,

That the world might be one

Amen

Hymn/Song

Psalm 96 (NRSV)

O sing to the Lord a new song;

Sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Sing to the Lord, bless his name;

Tell of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations,

His marvellous works among all the peoples.

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;

He is to be revered above all gods.

For all gods of the peoples are idols,

But the Lord made the heavens.

Honour and majesty are before him;

Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

Ascribe greatness to the Lord, O families of the peoples,

Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to his name;

Bring an offering, and come into his courts.

Worship the Lord in holy splendour;

Tremble before him, all the earth.

Say among the nations, ‘The Lord is king!

The world is firmly established;

It shall never be moved.

He will judge the peoples with equity.’

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;

Let the field exult, and everything in it.

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord

For he is coming,

For he is coming to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness,

And the peoples with his truth. 

Talk – FOR THE JOURNEY    (tickets ‘Destination: One World’)

There is a theme for this talk and it would be great if the person doing it could dress up as a ticket inspector and play the part. In order to set the scene for the service, you want to make the connection between the members of the congregation and places around the world. Get your ticket inspector to say ‘Before I come round to check your tickets, please make sure that you fill in the space where it says ‘From’... list the places you have come from and lived in and any links you have with places around the world. Please make sure you have a ticket, or you will not be allowed to continue on your journey! [Have some spare tickets to hand out].... Right: everyone done? Good, I’m not going to have time to check everyone’s tickets, so if you would like to call out where you are from... let’s start with those of you who are local.... What about further afield... anyone here who has come to live in the UK from abroad? Do you have links abroad.’ It would be good if you had a map of the world and marked it with these places. Don’t dwell too long on this! Ticket inspector says, ‘Good now I think we are ready to continue on our journey!’

JOURNEYING ONWARDS
[Get your two volunteers to stand at the front, each facing half of the congregation. They begin together by leading the congregation in keeping time: a steady two beats to the bar. Once they have got into the rhythm, one volunteer is to lead their half of the congregation in saying the words in the light type like a rap (punchy and short). And the other volunteer is to join promptly in leading the other half of the congregation in the words in bold. This should sound like the rhythm of a train, starting slowly and speeding up. Everyone to join in verse 7, finishing with an ‘Ahah...mennn’ which sounds like a train’s whistle. (Or you could get a small group to say this, instead of the whole congregation.) A few words of explanation are going to be helpful at the start! 

Verse 1

Where do you come from?

And where will you go?

How will you get there?

How will you know?

Verse 2

We’re from many places



Cultures and races,



Travelling with neighbour



Stranger and friend.

Verse 3

Where is your neighbour,



Down here with the lost?



Journeying with them, 

How much will it cost?

Verse 4

How long will it take to 

Bring goodness to birth?



And what will it look like,



God’s kingdom on earth?

Verse 5

The past is behind us.



The present is with us.



The future’s before us.

Onwards and upwards!

Verse 7

God is above us



Christ is one with us



The Spirit’s upon us



The world is all one. Amen

Hymn/Song

Calling all stations

Sketch – Down to earth... with a bump

[There are 3 characters in this sketch:
1. Narrator – reading from a huge book, with ‘Coming down to earth... with a bump’ on both sides of the cover for everyone to see – s/he needs to put lots of expression into their voice

2. Miss World – dressed up as the globe wrapped in bandages – needs to be able to mime to the narration

The stage directions are in italics. To assist with the mime, it would be good if you could have the following props (or pictures of), the bigger the better: 

· kettle, teapot, mug, packet of tea bags and coffee

· glass of water tap

· a large A4 sized envelope containing an ‘energy bill’ 

· lots of food and a bin bag

· fake cigar, car keys

Narrator
Are you sitting comfortably? Then I shall begin... One day on an ordinary kind of day (an everyday kind of day), Miss World woke up as usual and greeted the morning with a big yawn and a stretch. As usual, she decided that nothing would get done until she had had a cup of tea. So on went the kettle, in went the tea bag into the pot, and in went the milk into her favourite mug. 

This was going to be a good day... a really good day. This was going to be a new start. From now on, she was going to take care of herself. It was D-day... diet day... time to shed a few pounds, by eating wisely and taking regular exercise. Oooff... the very thought of it was making Miss World feel hungry and tired already. 

Perhaps she should start gradually with pouring that cup of tea. Oooh... hang on... something was not quite right... she looked at the packet the tea bags came in... oh dear... she looked hard at the packet, turning it over in her hand, inspecting each side in turn. It didn’t look good... there was no fair-trade label anywhere on the packet. And it didn’t taste good, thinking of all the people who’d worked hard to grow the tea leaves and process them, without getting a fair price for their labours. How about the coffee... phew, that was fair-trade... ah the sweet taste of justice.

Just then Miss World heard the postman. It sounded heavy. In the hope of it being a parcel containing something interesting, she scuttled off to see what it was. But when she picked it up, it was just an envelope... and when she opened it, it was just a bill... just a bill... oh my goodness, what a bill... how much energy had she used? Well, there was the telly... and the computer... oh and the radio... and the oven had been rather over-worked as she liked to cook... and the washing machine was 
complaining of heat exhaustion... and she liked to keep the central heating on high. That was something else that needed to change. Time to turn the thermostat down and not have the heating on as high. Time to turn the temperature down on the washing machine. And definitely time to stop putting the TV on standby. How many light bulbs do you have to change to save the planet, she wondered?

Miss World didn’t wonder for too long, because at that moment she realised that she had left the tap running, when she went to fill the kettle. Oh this day for change was hard work. Tempting just to treat today as any other day. But then there had been drought warnings and there were global water shortages, so she could hardly carry on as before. Off went the tap and on went her resolve to try a little harder next time.

All this thinking was making Miss World feel very hungry. Remembering that this was diet day, she took a long look into her fridge and examined the contents. Fresh and healthy, that’s what she wanted... but what she found was lots of food... much of it well past its expiry date. Some of it was labelled ‘Best before’, so that was OK... but the rest had to go... and there was a lot of it. Uh oh, what a waste. And there were so many people going to bed hungry, it just didn’t seem right. Next time she would be more careful and less wasteful.

Well, by now Miss World had a list of resolutions to keep... and it wasn’t even lunchtime. But there were two more to go. She liked to smoke and it wasn’t doing her health any favours, all that pollution... and if her friends were honest, they didn’t like breathing in all that smoke when they saw her. So into the bin went her last packet of cigarettes. And with that she felt pleased with herself... she’d achieved a lot. Now all she had to do was go out for some exercise, to get her body into shape, and leave the car keys behind. Too many short distance journeys, too much pollution. Time for some fresh air.


What a day! What a good day it had been. It hadn’t been easy. But it was definitely a good day.

Prayers of Confession
Voice 1:
Repenting of all sin, we are truly sorry

On behalf of this and past generations:

Voice 2:
[blow out the first candle]

For the damage we have done to your planet:

Voice 3:
[blow out the second candle]

Through ignorance and apathy,

Voice 4:
[blow out the third candle]

Through weakness and inability,

Voice 5:
Through no deliberate fault of our own.

We are willing to change our ways.

[Get voices 2, 3 and 4 to relight their candles]

The world is the Lord’s and everything in it

Forgive us all that is past, for the sake of your world:

for the injustice with which we have treated our neighbour,

for the needless conflicts which have destroyed the peace,

for the greed which has withheld the basic necessities of life,

for the waste of precious resources, through pollution and thoughtlessness.

Help us to change our ways.
The world is the Lord’s and everything in it

Grant us newness of life, to the glory of your name

So that we might journey together

Towards a world of justice and peace and harmony

As one family:

Where no one 

goes to bed hungry or thirsty,

Where no one 

dies through want or neglect,

Where no one 

is denied healthcare or shelter.

We are ready for change

The world is the Lord’s and everything in it

Amen

Hymn/Song

Bible readings – Genesis 1: 24-31, Mark 14:1-11

Sermon/Talk

· The Christian life is a journey of pilgrimage. It is a journey back to God, with God and with one another. It is a journey which takes us towards God’s original plan for the world... and it is a journey which takes us back to God’s original plan for the world, a home coming. Look at Genesis, where the natural ordering of creation is described as being in a harmonious relationship.

· Because it is a pilgrimage, it is a whole body experience of body, mind and soul, in the company of people who we might not normally chose to be with. But these are the very people God has made and chosen. Look at Mark 14, where Jesus says (if you put the emphasis on ‘with’) that wherever you travel, the poor and the needy will always be with you. They are a part of you, you are one with them. Each person has their own story and set of experiences and gifts to offer and we are all the richer for travelling with them. Likewise, we are impoverished by their absence.

· Looking at the reading from Mark 14, a parallel could be drawn between the woman being criticised for wasting money and Judas valuing Jesus in terms of the short term monetary gain he could have by betraying him, and the way our society values everything in monetary terms, including nature and resources which are the basis for life for all peoples and creatures of the world. The cost of this kind of journey is too great for rich and poor alike, if we measure the value of everything only in terms of money. 

· The route we take is going to vary along the way: some parts will be hard and some will be easy: there will be highs and lows. Inevitably the way ahead will sometimes be clear and at other times we will stumble around, even to the point of feeling lost. And it is ok to go back and retrace our steps, before pressing onwards. We do not own the starting point or the end of our journey, because it is a journey of the whole human race. We are merely a part of that pilgrimage, for the time we are on the earth, if we chose to pick up our bags and follow Christ. 

· Part of the process of going on pilgrimage is reflection on the course our lives have taken. On this pilgrimage towards one world, an important thing for us to reflect upon is the progress, or lack of it, that we have made since the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. This year’s Earth Summit in Copenhagen in June is going to review progress and assess what the world and each of us needs to do now if we want to hand on a planet worth living in to future generations.

· When you go off on a journey, it is usual to tell people where we are going. On our pilgrimage we are often more reluctant to spread the good news and speak out for the sake of the kingdom. And we find it hard to say ‘goodbye’ to those things which hold us back, but there are things we need to let go before the world can be one. Things will never be the same again.

· The destination is one world, God’s world, where we live in harmony with creation and each other. There will be changes we need to make along the way, which will reshape us and those around us. What we do, or do not do, has an impact upon the world, albeit maybe a small part. But the mystery is that ultimately we may never know what a difference we have made. 

· What is this journey about? It is about living a life of wholeness, of thought, feeling and action, of body, mind and soul. We know where we are heading, but it is all about how we travel: ethically, generously, carefully, mindful of our place within the created order, where we are bound together as one. 

Hymn/Song

Symbolic action

As we come to our prayers of intercession, I invite you to pass your ticket to someone else, so they can pray for you and the places you have listed during the week

Prayers of Intercession
Play a suitable piece of music, or get your congregation to sing ‘Drop in the ocean’ by Tolga Kashif (www.youthmusic.org.uk) and show pictures from around the world, which you can easily download from the internet, to help people pray for the world.

Destination: One World

Offertory                      Take these gifts of money,

Which have passed through many hands

For different uses, 

And bless them, 

That they may be used wisely and well

For the sake of your kingdom 

Here on earth.

Amen.

Pledge                           We are inhabitants on one earth

We come from many places, 

many backgrounds, 

many lifestyles.

We pledge ourselves to one another

and to this world that God has made,

by the lives we lead,

by the attitudes we have,

and by the actions we take,

for the sake of this and generations to come.

Amen.

Hymn/song

Blessing and dismissal            Send us out into the world to serve you 

in the people that we meet

in the places we go to

and in the lives we lead

Bless us now, this day and forever more.

Amen
Hymn suggestions

A touching place/Christ’s is the world in which we move (John Bell and Graham Maule)

Christ, be our light (Bernadette Farrell)

Drop in the ocean (Tolga Kashif)

For the fruits of his creation (Fred Pratt Green)

For the healing of the nations (Fred Kaan)

God in his love for us lent us this planet (Fred Pratt Green)

How wonderful this world of thine (Fred Pratt Green)

Inspired by love and anger (John Bell and Graham Maule)

It is God who holds the nations in the hollow of his hand (Fred Pratt Green)

Jesus Christ is waiting (John Bell and Graham Maule)

Lead kindly light, amid the encircling gloom (John Henry Newman)

Let all the world in every corner sing (George Herbert)

Lord, bring the day to pass (Ian Fraser)

Now join we, to praise the creator (Fred Kaan)

O Lord All The World (Patrick Appleford)

One more step along the world I go (Sydney Carter)

Praise the Lord who reigns above (Charles Wesley)

The love of God comes close (John Bell and Graham Maule)

Thou we are many/Make us a sign (Bernadette Farrell)

Thy love, O God, has all mankind created (Albert F Bayly)

We turn to you O God of every nation (Fred Kaan)

We will not take what is not ours (John Bell and Graham Maule) 
Will you come and follow me (John Bell and Graham Maule)
Songs of the world church: many and great (Wild Goose Publications)

Blessed be God (Philippines)

Gloria (Argentina)

Halle, halle, halle (Caribbean)

He came down (Cameroons)

Jesus Christ, our risen Lord (Hungary)

Let the world in concert sing (Malawi)

Myenziwe (South Africa)

Additional resources  
See Additional Worship Resources for 2011 which has lots of suitable prayers etc. and the 
‘Planet Doctor’ drama sketch http://www.oneworldweek.org/v2/faith-resources.html 
The Sunday School might enjoy "Save our World" - a short drama for young people
A World Service? 

Here is an idea to think about to make your OWW service a truly "World Service"! It was tried out by OWW supporters in Ulverston Methodist Church. They linked up with others around the world by having live phone interviews. They used a mobile phone and amplifier (you might be able to use Skype) and asked people in churches in Australia, Estonia and America to lead intercessory prayers with the congregation and then talk on topics related to the theme. "It was a most moving experience to be led by someone thousands of miles away...it really did make us feel part of one world" (Rev.T.Wells).
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