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BREAKING CHAINS - MAKING CHANGE

This service outline is based on notes kindly prepared for One World Week by Moses Tumukunde Tutesigensi, 
Mid-Wales Mission Enabler of the Presbyterian Church of Wales

Some churches who are involved with the Hunger for Justice Weekend on 18-19 October as part of Christian Aid’s Climate Justice Campaign may wish to use the materials provided by Christian Aid for that weekend. Links to these materials may be found on page 11 of this anthology.  

It would be possible to use both the Christian Aid service on the 19th October and this OWW service on the 26th October.

This outline can be developed and adapted to your own preferences and needs using the additional materials offered on pages 6 -12.

A suggested service outline for OWW 2014
Living Differently: Breaking Chains – Making Change

As the congregation enters, each person is given a ‘Post-It’ note or small piece of paper to write on, with a pen.
Minister
(Welcome the congregation)

Call to worship
“… Hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” (Romans 5:5).

We are gathered in hope.  This hope calls us to live differently.  This hope empowers us to break the chains of oppression in our world.  This hope enables us to make changes in our lives that go beyond our vicinity.  This hope is the gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, in whose name we are gathered today.  
Let us pray:
Father God, we thank you for bringing us safely to this place.  Open our hearts and minds as we come into your presence as a people in need of your peace.  May we be challenged and inspired by this time together to become more active citizens, transformed by your love to live differently to your glory.  In the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Hymn / song  (see suggested list on page 12)

Interactive prayer – Minister / Reader 1
“I exhort, therefore, that first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving of thanks be made for all men;” (1 Timothy 2: 1)
This verse encourages us; in fact, it spurs us to make all sorts of prayers for everyone.  So we are shortly going to have opportunity to do exactly that …
(You might like to invite the congregation to reflect upon the prayer of our brother, the farmer from El Salvador, or that of our sister from Malawi, which could be read out by a member of the congregation or the minister– see the ‘additional materials’ at the end of this service outline, page 7; page 8) 

Let us consider how we might “Live Differently” – breaking the chains that damage the environment and communities world-wide – chains such as the systems that bring our food to us, chains such as unethical money markets, or even chains such as our own consumerism.
What changes can each of us make to secure a more satisfying life for everyone whilst protecting the planet’s resources for future generations?
How can we become more discerning as to where our food comes from?
How can we become more conscious of reducing waste?
How can we use our money more ethically to support the changes we want to see?
Let us each reflect on these questions as we compose an individual prayer.

Participatory Activity - This activity will take 10 – 15 minutes and can be taken in one of three ways, depending on the usual style of worship in your church:
   a) If you have a prominent altar
The congregation is encouraged to write individual prayers on their ‘Post-It’ note.  Then they are placed on the altar.  
    The Minister / Reader may pick a few of those notes to read out and lead on to:
 A Collect for Peace:
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed: kindle in the hearts of all the true love of peace.  Guide with Your pure and peaceable wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in tranquillity Your Kingdom may go forward, till the earth is filled with the knowledge of Your love and justice; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

   b) If you have a prominent pulpit, maybe with a smaller congregation –
The congregation is encouraged to write individual prayers on their ‘Post-It’ note.  Then they are invited to come to the pulpit, place their prayer on it, and if they wish, read it out.
a) and b) End the time with the Minister / Reader leading towards the Lord’s Prayer. 
(You might like to use the “Your Kingdom Come” version of the Lord’s Prayer included in the ‘additional materials’ at the end of this service outline on page 9) 

  c)  If your congregation enjoys a discussion – 
Discuss the verse from 1 Timothy.  In particular, ask: 
What requests can we make on behalf of our church? What requests can we make on behalf of our community? What requests can we make on behalf of our world? 
What prayers of thanksgiving can we make on behalf of our church? 
What prayers of thanksgiving can we make on behalf of our community? 
What prayers of thanksgiving can we make on behalf of our world? 
  
  Out of that discussion, allow people to pray either out loud or quietly.  
  End the prayers with the Minister / Reader leading towards the Lord’s  
  Prayer(or alternative on Page 9).                      
  Finish by reading the verse from 1 Timothy again and then saying: 
  Dear Lord God, may this word be like manna to our souls.  Amen.

Minister
“For no matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ.  And so through him the ‘Amen’ is spoken by us to the glory of God.” (2 Corinthians 1:20).  
When we look at recent global events, most of which have involved conflict, we may be quick to forget God’s faithfulness.  In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul asserts that when we pray in faith, our Lord has promised to hear us.  Is that not uplifting to hear?  
As we listen now to the reading of Psalm 85, let us consider the way in which Christ is the answer and is the way for us to lead a life that has a positive impact in our world, making change this One World Week.  

Reader 2     Psalm 85

Hymn / song  (see suggested list on page 12)


Sermon (link to exemplar sermon notes from Christian Aid. (see page 11 ) )

Hymn / song  (see suggested list on page 12)

Minister
Announcements

Closing prayer:
“We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, but not to please ourselves.  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15: 1, 13).  Amen
(or use the prayer “The world cannot wait” included in the ‘additional materials’ at the end of this service outline on page 10 )
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CAFOD has a wealth of material you can use in your One World Week service 
Use this link to the CAFOD website

You can download this prayer as a pdf from the CAFOD website and print it 
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This prayer is from Christian Aid. 
Yamikani Dakalira, from Malawi, works for Christian Aid’s partner, CEPA, in Malawi to combat the impact of climate change, involving the poorest communities in the solutions.
She is visiting in October to speak to churches about her work, and has written a special prayer for us all to use over the prayer and action weekend (18-19 October). 

Lord, you are our rock, our fortress and our strength; 
guide us, lead us and have mercy on us.
We thank you for the precious gift of your earth, in all its beauty and fragility. 
Through it we are each bound to one another in a million ways.
For the sake of those facing rising temperatures, drought and water shortages, 
strengthen our movement for climate action.
For the sake of those facing unpredictable weather, disrupted seasons and failed crops, 
bless our leaders to work together to find positive, lasting solutions.
For the sake of all those who feel the impact of our changing climate, the poor and the vulnerable, 
bring the hope of a brighter, cleaner future.
Lord hear our prayer and fill our hearts with a hunger for justice.
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, we will set up our banners to call for change. May the Lord fill our petitions!

Amen









Your kingdom come

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.

Lead us to worship only you, Lord, and not money,
to put people before profit
and ‘being’ before having’.

Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

Inspire us to work together to change the world
so that everyone has enough
and all can live life to the full.

Forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Create in us the desire
to live in harmony with creation
so all people may flourish
and your kingdom come.

Amen.


Adaptation Catherine Gorman/CAFOD


You can download and print this prayer from the CAFOD website here
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OWW’s partner, Christian Aid, has produced a set of Worship Resources as part of their Climate Justice Campaign for use in particular during the Hunger for Justice Weekend 18-19 October which is the start of One World Week.
The Worship resources include a Liturgy and service guide, prayers, Hymns, and sermon notes.   This link will take you to all of them here
In particular:
Sermon Notes
The sermon notes, are based on Matthew 25, Amos 5 and being prepared; a challenge to use our power for good by choosing to live hopefully.
They would work well with the OWW service for Living Differently.
You can download sermon notes here from the Christian Aid Website



Discussion Starters for Church Groups
Calling for climate Justice:        download the pdf here  
or order hard copies (see the website)
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A resource for One World Week

Suggested Hymns
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All creatures of our God and king
All my hope on God is founded
All over the world, the Spirit is moving 
Amazing grace
Be thou my vision
Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair.
For the fruits of his creation, thanks be to God
God of all ages and Lord of all time,
Great is thy faithfulness.
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
Let all the earth hear his voice. 
Lord for the years,
Lord of creation, to you be all praise; 
Morning glory, starlit sky.
Morning has broken.
O Lord, the clouds are gathering.
Oh the life of the world. 
Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the king of creation,
Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, 
Sing for God’s glory that colours the dawn of creation.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.
The earth is the Lord’s (Kendrick).
Thou whose almighty word, chaos and darkness heard. 
We are marching in the light of God, 
You shall go out with joy.
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